
St. Edith Worship Commission 

ZOOM Meeting Minutes March 9, 2022 

In Attendance:  Fr. Jim McNulty, Cindy Coleman, Jane DeRoo, Mike Magoulick, Joe Rashid, Al 
Rivard, Heather Shina, Lisa Smerdon, and Linda Bodnar. Absent was Tom Rist. 

Fr. Jim opened the meeting with a prayer at 7:01 p.m.   

Sacristans:  Joe Rashid expressed thanks to the Sacristans and EME’s who helped distribute 
ashes on Ash Wednesday.  Sacristans for Easter are 8:30 -Trisha Watson, 11:00 and 12:30 – Al 
Rivard, and the Easter Vigil – Joe Rashid.  Lis Smerdon will assist Joe with the candle lighting. 
 
Ushers:  Mike Magoulick asked the ushers for feedback concerning color vs. all white for Easter 
flowers.  The men shared few comments; the women liked some color; everyone likes the 
arrangements. 
Concerning getting people to come back to church:  The ushers had no new ideas beyond Fr. 
Jim’s videos and passing out bulletins at the Fish Fry.  The ushers would, however, be glad to 
take attendance counts again.  Fr. Jim said that attendance counts came up at the Parish 
Council meeting and asked that the ushers do a count for 2 weeks.  Mike volunteered to take a 
count for three weeks to compare to October’s numbers. 
The crowds do seem to be increased now, possibly due to this being Lent. 
 
EME’s:  Al Rivard reported that he has had good luck getting more EME’s since he has brought 
the sign-up sheet out to the round table, rather than keeping it in the sacristy. 
Joe Rashid reported having no problem getting EME’s, though some appear to be unaware of the 
need to wear a face mask while distributing the Eucharist. 
 
Art & Environment:  Jane DeRoo reported that Angie Beharry and Susan Wiska have been 
handling the flowers and decorations since Christmas.  With a crew of helpers, they decorated 
for Lent.   
Cindy Coleman has spoken with Angie and Susan about Easter. Flowers will be the same price 
as last year.  They haven’t decided if they will use all white or some color.  Father asked if there 
was a difference in the quality of the plants.  Cindy noted that lilies and hydrangeas last the 
longest. And that white is elegant.  Jane suggested adding color this year.  Jane and Cindy will 
talk tomorrow. 
A full crew is expected to be available to decorate for Easter. 
Fr. Jim shared that someone was impressed with the flowers (thinking they were live, not 
artificial).  “Those arrangements must be very expensive.”  Jane commented that Angie loves 
making the arrangements. It is very labor intensive to care for live flowers.  Parishioners are 
very generous with flowers form their gardens.  There are a lot of weddings scheduled.  Kay 
works with the brides and Art and Environment attempts to have flowers which coordinate 
with the wedding plans. 
Concerning Holy Week:  Hoy Thursday - the Chapel will be used for the Altar of Repose.  
Everything is removed from the church on Thursday night so things are ready for Good Friday. 



The wall hanging of the Last Supper in the Hall doesn’t really “fit.”  It will be removed.  It was 
noted that things cannot just be put up without approval of Art & Environment.  

Lectors:  Linda Bodnar reported that the schedule, except for Easter, is set through May 22.  
Gary Kudron has volunteered to read the Creation Story for the Vigil, and Linda is waiting to 
hear from Deacon Don about which additional readers may be needed. 

Servers:  Lisa Smerdon reported that no one signed up for the server training in February.  
Sessions are scheduled for March, April, and May.  Hopefully we can get more servers; there is 
currently a small group of students that serve.  Linda Kramer is going to encourage serving to 
the RE students, and Georgene Wojciechowski will promote it with the school students. 
Joe Rashid asked that servers and their parents be reminded that if the candles are left in the 
Gathering Area, they must be extinguished. 
 
Parish Council:  Lisa Smerdon reported that it was decided that a survey would not be helpful at 
this time – we already know why people aren’t coming to Mass.  We will continue to publicize 
what is going on in the parish, sending the bulletin home to school families, and making it 
available to Fish Fry patrons.  A Mass count should be helpful. 
After Easter we will try to have more family activities, perhaps a movie night. 
The Baby Bottle Collection yielded $7100. 
New Dawn will be discontinued due to lack of participants. 
Funeral Luncheons will resume, with Park Place Catering of Dearborn providing the meals. 
We have 3 RCIA candidates. 
A new phone system is being put into place. 
The Fish Fry is going well, with almost 900 meals served the first night. 
Parish Council next meets on April 5.  (Jane DeRoo should be able to attend.) 
 
Adoration:  No report 
 
Music Ministry:  Heather Shina reported that a new mixer was installed today.  More parts are 
needed to complete the installation. 
An Organ Dedication Recital is planned for May 27, and an amazing organist has been 
approached to perform.  The organ builder is hesitant since the project is not complete; the 
supplier is still working on the tuba pipe and some other items.  The plans for the recital will be 
revisited in a month, hoping the organ is complete by then. 
Philip Buckley is a new cantor. He has joined the Adult Choir and In God’s Praise.  Philip will be 
playing for Stations and is preparing to play for the Tuesday morning Masses. 
Rotation of the various musical groups is going well. 
The Adult Choir will sing on Palm Sunday.  While the Children’s Choir is not back yet, Heather 
hopes to have them participate on Palm Sunday, perhaps with just 1 or 2 rehearsals. 
Things are going well in the Music Department.  Non-parishioners have raved about our music. 
There are 4 potential new choir members. 
 
 



Fr. Jim’s Comments: 
Servers’ robes: Fr. Jim asked Lisa Smerdon’s opinion on having the servers resume wearing 
robes.  She felt that the robes would need to be laundered before use.  Fr. Jim noted that it is 
easier to “pull in” a server at the last minute if they do not need to put on robes.  For now, we 
will hold off on the use of robes. 
Second Collection for Ukraine: Tuesday night the Archdiocese sent out a notice advising 
parishes to have a collection for Ukraine on Ash Wednesday.  This week Father will announce 
that we will have a second collection the following week.  Mike Magoulick will have the ushers 
take up that collection at the end of the Masses. 
Masks:  EMEs should still be wearing masks.  Fr. Jim is trying to gauge things based on the 
congregation, doing that with which people are comfortable. 
Almsgiving:  While there are baskets in the sanctuary and Gathering Space, a lot of the items for 
the Almsgiving project are too large to be placed in front of the altar.  Baskets will remain in 
both locations.  After the Easter season, Fr. Jim would like to resume food collection, having 
items be brought forward during the Offertory. 
Palm Sunday:  The procession at the 11:00 Mass will be in the church, not beginning in the gym 
as was done in the past.  Linda Kramer will invite the RE students to participate, encouraging 
them to come to Mass. Heather Shina will try to get some Children’s Choir members to 
participate as well. 
 
Fr. Jim will again encourage people to introduce themselves to those near them before Mass. 
 
Linda Bodnar asked if Fr. Jim would resume distributing the Eucharist at positions other than 
the center aisle.  He said he will go wherever the sacristan tells him. 
 
The next meeting of the Worship Commission will be held on April 6 (April 13 is during Holy 
Week).  It will again be a ZOOM meeting. 
 
With no further business, the meeting concluded with the Hail Mary at 7:43 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Bodnar 

 

 


